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PREAMBLE. 


We,  stenographers  of  Fort  Wayne  and  its  vicinity, 
being  desirous  of  forming  an  association  for  mutual 
improvement,  sociability  and  harmony  of  feeling,  with 
a  view  to  combine  our  efforts  for  the  practical  main¬ 
tenance  of  efficiency  in  the  stenographic  profession, 
and  to  enlig’hten  the  public  as  to  the  value  of  short¬ 
hand  generally,  and  obtain  the  recognition  of  its  im¬ 
portance  in  commercial  and  other  pursuits,  do  hereby 
bind  ourselves  to  be  governed  by  the  following  Consti¬ 
tution  and  By-Laws: 


ARTICLE  I. 

NAME. 

The  name  of  this  association  shall  be  “The  Fort 
Wayne  Stenographers’  Association.” 

ARTICLE  If. 

MEMBERS. 

Section  1.  Any  person  of  good  character,  who 
has  used  or  is  using  shorthand  for  business  purposes, 
and  who  is  fitting  himself  or  herself  for  a  shorthand 
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situation,  shall  be  eligible  to  active  membership  in 
this  Association,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person  in  good  standing-  in  the  pro¬ 
fession  may  be  elected  to  honorary  membership. 
Such  members  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  the 
Association,  except  the  right  to  vote,  and  shall  be 
exempt  from  all  dues,  assessments  and  fines. 

ARTICLE  ITT. 

OFFICERS. 

The  elective  officers  of  this  Association  shall  con¬ 
sist  of  a  President,  a  Vice-President,  a  Secretary,  and 
a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  as  hereinafter 
provided. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Section  1.  The  government  of  this  Association 
shall  be  vested  in  an  Executive  Committee,  which 
shall  have  power  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  subject  in  all  cases  to  the  approval  of  the  active 
members. 

Sec.  2.  This  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  the 
officers  of  this  Association  and  live  additional  mem¬ 
bers,  who  shall  be  elected  as  hereinafter  provided. 

ARTICLE  V. 

MEETINGS. 

Section  1.  This  Association  shall  hold  regular 
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business  meetings  every  two  weeks  on  Thursday  even¬ 
ing,  at  such  hour  and  place  as  may  be  specified  in^the 
By-Laws. 

Sec.  2.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the 
President  at  his  option;  or  he  shall  call  such  meetings 
at  the  written  request  of  five  or  more  members,  and  a 
notice  shall  be  sent  to  each  member  at  least  forty- 
eight  hours  in  advance  of  said  meeting. 

Sec.  3.  Nine  members  of  this  Association  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

This  Association  shall  be  independent  in  its  rela¬ 
tion  to  any  system  of  shorthand,  or  any  typewriting- 
machine.  Any  discussion  pertaining  to  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  either,  is  hereby  prohibited  by  the 
Association,  at  any  of  its  meetings;  provided,  that 
this  article  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  shut  out 
debates  on  matters  of  general  interest  to  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  this  point  to  be  decided  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
members  present. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Amendments  to  this  Constitution  may  be  made  by 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  at  any  regu¬ 
lar  meeting,  provided  such  amendment  has  been 
presented  to  the  Association  in  writing,  at  a  preced¬ 
ing  regular  meeting. 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all 
meeting’s,  perforin  such  other  duties  as  may  be  incum¬ 
bent  upon  him,  and  shall  be  Chairman  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  The  Vice-President  shall  perform  the 
duties  of  the  President  during  the  absence  of  the 
President. 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  shall  have  charge  of  the 
records  and  papers  appertaining  to  the  office,  shall 
issue  all  notices  referring  to  membership  and 
meetings,  and  conduct  all  correspondence  of  the 
Association,  shall  keep  correct  minutes  of  all  the 
meetings  of  the  Association,  and  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  incumbent  on  the  offiee. 

Sec.  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  dues,  keep 
a  correct  record  and  full  account  of  all  the  receipts 
and  expenditures,  and  shall  make  a  statement  of  the 
financial  standing  of  the  Association  semi-annually. 
His  books  and  accounts  shall  be  open  for  the  inspection 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 
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ARTICLE  II. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Section  1.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have 
charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Association,  furnish  such 
entertainment  as  it  may  deem  to  the  interest  of  the 
Association,  audit  all  claims  against  it,  and  perform 
such  other  duties  as  may  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Association. 

Immediately  after  the  election  of  the  Executive 
Committee  they  shall  resolve  themselves  into  the  fol¬ 
lowing  committees: 

Sec.  2.  Membership  Committee.  The  Member¬ 
ship  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  four  members, 
two  ladies  and  two  gentlemen.  Its  duty  shall  be  to 
receive  and  report  upon  the  applications  of  new  mem¬ 
bers,  and  to  conduct  examinations,  if  necessary.  It 
shall  render  its  report  upon  each  application  not  later 
than  the  next  regular  meeting  after  receipt  of  the 
application. 

Sec.  3.  Entertainment  Committee.  The  Enter¬ 
tainment  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  four  mem¬ 
bers,  two  ladies  and  two  gentlemen.  Its  duty  shall 
be  to  provide  suitable  entertainments  from  time  to 
time,  and  receive,  introduce,  and  entertain  the  guests 
of  the  Association. 

Sec.  4.  Library  Committee.  The  Library  Com¬ 
mittee  shall  be  composed  of  three  members.  Its  duty 
shall  be  to  increase  and  develop  the  efficiency  of  the 
Library  of  this  Association. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Admission  of  members.  Any  person 
eligible  to  membership  in  this  Association  shall  make 
application  in  writing  to  the  Secretary.  The  Secre¬ 
tary  shall  forward  the  application  to  the  Mem¬ 
bership  Committee,  which,  after  an  investigation 
into  the  character  and  eligibility  of  the  applicant, 
shall  return  said  application  with  its  report  attached 
thereto,  to  the  Secretary,  and  if  said  report  is  favor¬ 
able,  the  applicant  shall  be  balloted  upon  for  admission 
to  membership  at  the  first  regular  meeting,  three  neg¬ 
ative  votes  rejecting. 

Sec.  2.  Withdrawal  of  Members.  Any  member 
desiring  to  sever  his  or  her  connection  with  the  As¬ 
sociation  shall  notify  the  Secretary  in*  writing.  The 
resignation  shall  be  presented  at  the  first  regular 
meeting  of  the  Association,  and  it  appearing  that  the 
member  is  in  good  standing,  the  Association  shall  take 
action  in  the  matter. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

ELECTION. 

Section  1.  Officers  shall  be  elected  separately  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  heid  in  June, 
by  a  majority  of  the  written  or  printed  ballots,  and 
shall  enter  upon  their  respective  duties  immediately 
after  their  election. 


—  9  — 


Sec.  2.  Term  of  office.  The  term  of  office  shall  be 
for  one  year,  dating-  from  the  annual  meeting  in  June. 
No  member  shall  hold  two  offices  at  the  same  time. 

Sec.  3.  Vacancies.  Vacancies  occurring  in  any  of 
the  offices  may  be  filled  at  any  regular  or  special 
meeting  by  the  election  of  duly  qualified  members, 
notice  of  such  action  to  be  given  to  the  members  at 
the  previous  meeting. 

Sec.  4.  Executive  Committee.  The  election  of 
the  five  remaining  members  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  shall  take  place  in  the  same  manner  as  officers. 

ARTICLE  V. 

FEES  AND  DUES. 

The  dues  of  members  shall  be  ten  cents  per  month, 
and  shall  date  from  their  election. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

SUSPENSION  AND  EXPULSION. 

Section  1 .  Any  officer  or  member  who  violates  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  this  Constitution  and  By-Laws  shall 
be  held  to  answer  before  the  Executive  Committee, 
who  shall  impartially  investigate  the  said  violation, 
and  report  the  result  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
Association. 

Sec.  2.  Any  member  in  arrears  for  dues  for  a 
period  of  three  months  or  more,  shall,  after  having 


received  due  notice,  upon  vote  of  the  Association,  be 
expelled. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

EXCHANGE  LIST. 

Section  1.  Any  stenographic  association  or 
shorthand  society  may,  upon  the  two-thirds  vote  of 
the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting  of  this 
Association,  be  placed  upon  what  shall  be  known  as 
the  “Exchange  List.” 

Sec.  2.  Any  member  of  this  Association  in  good 
standing,  may  receive  from  the  Secretary,  upon  writ¬ 
ten  request,  a  card  of  withdrawal  and  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  membership  in  any  association  upon  the  “Ex¬ 
change  List.” 

Sec.  3.  Any  person  presenting  a  card  of  like 
nature  to  this  Association  from  any  association  upon 
the  “Exchange  List,”  shall,  ipso  facto,  become  a 
member. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

MEETINGS. 

Sec.  1.  Meetings  shall  be  held  every  other  week, 
Thursday  evening,  and  shall  be  called  to  order  at  8 
o'clock,  except  when  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  The  order  of  business  at  either  the  regular 
or  annual  meetings  of  the  Association,  after  appropri¬ 
ate  opening  thereof,  shall  be  as  follows: 
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1.  Roll  Call. 

2.  Reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Previous 
Meeting. 

3.  Treasurer’s  Report. 

4.  Report  of  Committees. 

5.  Propositions  for  Membership. 

6.  Collection  of  Dues. 

7.  Nominations  and  Elections. 

8.  Unfinished  Business. 

9.  New  Business. 

10.  Benefit  of  the  Profession. 

11.  Adjournment. 

This  order  of  business  may  be  changed  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Association,  by  a  vote  of  the  majority 
of  the  members  present,  but  shall  not  be  used  at  any 
special  or  adjourned  meetings. 

Sec.  3.  This  Constitution  and  By-Laws  shall  take 
effect  immediately. 
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